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Please Join Us  
for the 

Grace Presbytery Presbyterian 
Women Fall Gathering 

at First Presbyterian Church  
of  Mesquite 

On Saturday, October 14, 2017. 
 

Keynote Mission Speaker: Janet Theus  
of  Oklahoma City, OK. 

 Janet was one of twelve women from PW Synods throughout the USA who 
were selected to participate in the 2016 USA Mission Experience (USAME) in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. The participants came from WA, MI, NE, TN, NV, 
KS, NY, UT, FL, AZ, OK, PA, and CA. The USAME CCT members and local 
planners brought the group total to twenty women. 

 Goals of this group were to: 

• Learn about victims of sexual trafficking, human slavery, domestic violence, 
the homeless, and immigration issues. 

• Develop skills to advocate for these victims. 

• Explore personal stories to examine the myths and realities associated with 
these victim’s experiences and 

• Identify resources to help eliminate these scourges against humanity. 

 Janet will share her experiences from this trip as the participants visited 
churches and mission centers to learn how the Bay Area is addressing the issues 
listed above. One of the places visited was the Emmaus House in Hollister, CA, 
a “safe house” which was a recipient of a PW Thank You Offering grant that 
assisted during the early stages of the development of Emmaus House. In Oak-
land, they also visited the Bay Area Women Against Rape “BAWAR”, which was 
formed in 1971 and is the nation’s first rape crisis center to provide 24-hour 
comprehensive services for survivors of sexual assault. (Information taken from 
Janet Theus’ notes from her trip.) 
 You will not want to miss hearing the wonderful stories Janet will tell about 
abused victims who experienced coming “out of the darkness, into the light!” 
Please save the date for Saturday, October 14. 



Registrations should be sent  

to FPC, 1028 S Beltline Rd.,  

Mesquite, TX 75149 

Lunch $8.00 

Deadline: Oct. 7th 

 

Fall Registration Form—First Presbyterian Church, Mesquite 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________  

PHONE: _______________________   CELL PHONE:  _____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

CHURCH NAME AND CITY: __________________________________________________________________ 

DETACH AND MAIL with a check for $8 for lunch to Presbyterian Women , First Presbyterian Church,  

1028 S.  Beltline Rd., Mesquite, TX 75149. DEADLINE: October 7th.        AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________ 

 

Registration is from 9:30  to 10:00 am 
Morning Session- Installation of  Officers,  

Keynote Speaker Janet Theus 
Presentation of  the 2018 Budget  

Lunch  
Afternoon Session- Communion Service Presided over by Rev. Julie Adkins and Rev. Elizabeth Pense 

"I will appear to you, deliv-
ering you from the people... 

to whom I send you, to 
open their eyes that they 

may turn from darkness to 
light. 

 Acts 26:18   
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Recently our new young pastor, Rev. Krista 
Rasco, was the recipient of a beautiful stole 
woven and constructed especially for her by a 
member of FPC-Commerce, Tina Selvaggi. 

Tina also wrote a beautifully-worded booklet that accom-
panies the stole to explain the design and the thought pro-
cess behind the weaving of the stole. Her booklet tells 
about weavers from Ancient times, the remains of linen 
shrouds that have been found, and the woven garments 
of Buddha’s that were copied and worn in India and Chi-
na. Tina points out that a discussion of weaving tools is 
even found in the Bible and a comparison is made be-
tween “throwing a weaving shuttle” and a soldier’s throw-
ing a lance. 
 For her weaving, Tina chose green, the color of Ordi-
nary Time, and acquired her yarn, both green and gold 
spun from fine Egyptian and Texan cotton. She found the 
pattern, Italian Diamonds, in a weaving book from the 
1950s. Her portable loom was very special, also, as she 
spent many hours using it while she was receiving a bone 
marrow transplant nearly 30 years ago. Tina measured and 
cut 432 threads and placed them in a precise arrangement 
through the eyes of 432 wire heddles. She was amazed 
that not a single thread broke while it was being wound 
and during the “pattern weaving test”, every thread was in 
place. “At a rate of about six to twelve inches per hour”, 
the pattern began to emerge. “Two months later, four 
yards were completed, and the weaving was cut from the 
loom.” 
 During a trip to Austin to consult with a friend who is 
an expert seamstress, the two women made a visit to an 
Episcopal church where they were given permission to 
look through the priest’s liturgical garments. They decided 
on an appropriate width and length for Krista’s stole; only 
then was the stole weaving cut. The edges were sewn 
promptly to keep them from raveling. With the help of 
her friend’s 80-year-old mother, a backing of olive green 
satin was sewn on the stole, which was hard-pressed, and 
was now ready for Krista’s fitting.  
 Tina’s last paragraph in the story of the stole closes 
with these words: “The stole is now finished and fits Kris-
ta well. The time for meditations and calculations has 
concluded…. What is most important, however, is that 
the weaving tradition has continued, and our minister has 
been encouraged along on her journey. It occurred to me 
during weaving times that it is not only the tradition of 
the hand weaver that must be passed along, but also the 
traditions of the pastor. In a very small way, this stole may 
help her on this path.” 
 One more symbol was included in the stole; a small 
gold cross was embroidered on the inside of the stole, just 
for Krista.       (continued next column) 

A Note from Toni... 
 What kind of tapestry can we create together as Presby-
terian women, persons of faith and disciples of Christ, when 
we meet for the Fall Gathering on Saturday, October 14, at 
FPC-Mesquite?  

Grace Presbytery 

Coordinating Team 

meeting and lunch– 

July 29. 

Smile, June and 

Toni! 

Lunch looks 

good! 

FPC—Commerce 
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PWs in the News... 

   Sharon Bragg, Janet Burks, Katherine Erickson, 

Judy Schmoker and Pat Cryer 

First Presbyterian Church - Tyler  

PW Officers for 1917-18 

The following officers will lead our PW in the coming 
year: Sharon Bragg, Moderator; Janet Burks, Vice Moder-
ator; Pat Cryer, Secretary; Judy Schmoker, World Mis-
sions Leader* and Katherine Erickson, Publicity Officer*  
Returning officers are Karen Novy, Treasurer; Priscilla 
Maxfield, Community Missions Leader; Lynn Davis, His-
torian; and Pat Cryer, Past Moderator.  The Sunday Cir-
cle Moderator is Ginny Maddox and Katherine Erickson 
will serve as Bible Study Leader.  The Tuesday Circle 
Moderator is Karen Novy and Martha Oates will serve as 
Bible Study Leader.   
*These positions are two year terms—2017-19.  

The FPC - Kilgore Circles finished their study of 
“Who is Jesus?” in May and will begin a study of He-
brews in September. Thanks to all who participated, 
taught the 
lessons and served as circle moderators. Thanks also to 
Jen for teaching the Bible moderators. We collected 
$641.00 for the Birthday Offering. Thank you! 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY CELEBRATION was held 
on Wednesday July 12, 2017 at6:00 PM. Presbyterian 
Women hosted a fun gathering highlighting our mis-
sions. The men cooked their famous pancakes and ba-
con, and we sang Christmas carols. Barbara and Don 
Kiser were  there to represent Presbyterian Pan Ameri-
can School. The youth told about their experiences at 
Camp Gilmont. Jackie Fout talked about Saturday 
Bread. Representatives from Evergreen, Helping 
Hands, and Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Ser-
vices were also present.  

Bonham, First Presbyterian— The annual Salad Luncheon 

was held on August 19 with Emily Collins as guest speaker. A 

PW honorary life membership was awarded. Birthday Offer-

ing was also taken. 

Help for those new to PW! 

If you are reading these words, you are probably a PW 
leader and know all things PW! But many of our faithful 
are unaware of some of the finer points of their amazing 
organization. That’s why we began a “PW 101” series. Each 
idea in the series is presented in such a way that newsletter 
editors and PW leaders can paste into their own documents/
presentations. If you are so moved to share an idea or two 
that you think should be part of this series, please email  
carissa.herold@pcusa.org. (From quarterly churchwidePW 
Newsletter, May-July 2017) 
 
PW 11.1 The PW Purpose 
The foundation for all that Presbyterian Women is and does 
is the PW Purpose, our mission statement. Forgiven and 
freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we commit ourselves • to nurture our faith through 
prayer and Bible study, • to support the mission of the 
church worldwide, • to work for justice and peace, and • to 
build an inclusive, caring community of women that strength-
ens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s kingdom 
 
PW 101.2: PW Circles and their Leadership 
Presbyterian Women meet at the congregation level in 
“circles.” No matter what the activities, as long as women 
meet to build community, support mission, nurture faith 
and/or work for justice and peace, those women are 
forming a “circle.” No matter how many or how few 
activities a women’s circle undertakes, if they do it on 
behalf of the PW Purpose (see last newsletter), they are 
a PW circle. Leadership in single-circle groups at the 
congregational level ideally consists of a moderator 
(to provide leadership to the circle and ensure 
communication among the members and with the 
congregation and session); a secretary/historian to record 
the work of the circle; and a treasurer to maintain the 
financial records of the circle. But PW is flexible! Circles 
don’t have to be called circles and a team can have 
leaders who “wear more than one [leadership] hat.” 
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PWs in the News... 
 Winnsboro—FPC In September of 2016, four new women 
joined Marabeth Russell for the Presbyterian Women meet-
ing. That number of newcomers to PW grew each month. 
Sadly, we have lost 2 of those women through a move, and 
our dear Marabeth has gone to live with our Lord. She was 
so excited by the new attendance to see that the PW at our 
church was not going to fall by the wayside . In that spirit, 
we are looking to continue to increase PW membership.  
  What is PW? Very simply put, Presbyterian Women is a 
PCUSA organization that, on the national level, supports 
missions that are not generally supported financially by the 
larger church. Of course there is much more to it than that. 
You can check out PW online at http://pma.pcusa.org/
ministries/pw/      
  On the local level, we give to that ministry and local mis-
sion through fundraisers such as Christmas in the Park and 
the Birthday Offering that we take up at Family Lunch each 
month. We also meet each month for fellowship, a short 
business meeting, and Bible Study. The study is the same 
one all Presbyterian women are studying across the PCUSA; 
we here in Winnsboro study the same lessons that our sis-
ters in Colorado and Wisconsin and Delaware and Guate-
mala and Korea and beyond are studying! What a connec-
tion! In 2017-2018 our study is titled Cloud of Witnesses: 
The Community of Christ in Hebrews.  
  This year we will continue to meet on the first Monday 
of the month at 10 a.m. with an occasional Saturday event. 
We look forward to adding new members to the Monday 
fellowship, and hopefully, the women who aren’t able to 
attend on Mondays will be able to join us for the Saturday 
fellowship opportunities.  
  The first Saturday event will be a luncheon and will be 
held very soon - late August or early September. It is our 
hope that every woman in our church will be able to join us. 
Be on the lookout for an invitation in the mail for this 
event.   
  PW - an opportunity for women to fellowship and grow 
closer to each other and God through Bible study and mis-
sion 

St Stephens Presbyterian Church—Ft Worth made 

mats for the homeless from recycled plastic bags. 

Women’s Conference at MO Ranch 

Have you made your plans to go to next year’s 
Women’s Conference on June 1-3?  Registration 
is already open and there is only one session, so 
it will likely fill up fast. 

 Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jackie Roese, the 
founder and president of the Marcella Project, a minis-
try committed to reshaping the view of women in the 
church through Scripture-based reaching, training and 
dialogue.  http://www.moranch.org  

St Stephens PC—Ft Worth: Light catchers made from 
broken windows from vandalism/reconstruction.  To be 
given at Reopening/ dedication we are calling  a 
"Topping out".  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEED(S) YOU! 
Please donate personally or through your church to 
Presbyterian Women. Outgoing dollars go to all levels 
of the body of Christ--Presbytery, Synod, and General 
Assembly--to support mission. These funds are re-
plenished through the generosity of each of us and 
our churches. We are all stronger when we unite as 
women. Thanks be to God! Please send to:  
Joanne McClendon, Treasurer  
4904 Courtside De. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76133 
With love, 
Pastor Lucia Kremzar, Vice-Moderator Search 

https://www.moranch.org/
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News from you… 

Submit articles from your women’s group for the 

Innovator  

to Editor Karen Groman . 

Next deadline is November 1! 

  

The deadline for submitting pictures and articles to the PW Innovator  

for the 3rd Quarter issue is August 1, 2017. 

Submit to:  Karen Groman, 2009 Ruidoso St., Waco, TX 76712, kgroman@mygrande.net 

The  PW Innovator is online at www.gracepresbytery.org. It is in color and can be read online or 
printed out for later use. 

To get your PW Innovator by email, notify the editor. The PW Innovator is published four times a year; first 
week in March, June, September, and December. Deadlines for submission are February 1, May 1, August 1 
and November 1. 

Notify the editor by mail or email to remove your name from the mailing list. The newsletter is available by 
mail, free of charge, to those without access to the Internet. 

 

 

Find us on  

Facebook! 

 F 
 

 
Grace Presbytery Presbyterian  

Women  Coordinating Team: 

 
Moderator:   Toni Deaton, 903.886.8781  

Vice Moderator of Search: Pam Dotson, 903.432.4775 

Search Committee: The Rev. Dr. Lucia Kremzar, 817-915-3558 

Interpretation Mission:  Sharron Curry, 817.736.6808  

Vice Moderator of Programs:  Bettina Zvanut, 903.886.8053 

 Dian Cooper, 972.268.0045 

Interpretation Bible Study:  The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Johnson Pence,  

 817.457.4258 

Secretary:  Mary Alice Harry, 817.377.1802 

Treasurer:  Joanne McClendon, 817.292.5181 

Interpretation  Resources:  Kathy Moriarty, 817.478.7870  

Communications Coordinator:  Jennifer Rigoulot, 817.648.8408 

Historian:  June Tinsley, 903.887.6850  

Innovator Editor:  Karen Groman, 254.666.5030 

Vice Moderator Cluster Leaders: Meg Garver-Hamilton, 214.632.7003 

ATTENTION ALL HISTORIANS! 
 Now is the time to start gathering the his-
tory for your PW group and for your church  
if you do not have a church historian. If you 
don’t have a PW historian, the PW secretary 
or treasurer can gather the information need-

ed. DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE. 
 
 Articles published in your church newsletter and PW 
minutes of your meetings are great resources for your 
church history. 
 
 We want to have a record response this year from the 
Grace Presbytery churches. You histories will be due by 
January 31, 2017. Send them to: 

Special Collections Historian 
John Bulow Campbell Library 

Columbia Theological Seminary 
PO Box 520 

Decatur, GA 30032 
Also, please send a copy to “Grace Presbytery PW Coordi-
nating Team Historian: 

June Tinsley 
108 Point O’View St. 

Gun Barrel City, TX 75156 
Remember to retain a copy for your files. 
 
Information needed for PW group: Names of PW offic-
ers or contact person and address; Number of women in 
the church; Number of circles including: average attend-
ance; life membership pins given; highlights of the past PW 
year; recipients of mission giving ($ not needed). 
 
Information needed for church: Session members and 
clerk of session, Number of members, Average Sunday 
worship attendance; Highlights of church year, Recipients 
of mission giving.($ not needed). 
 
In each include: Your church name and address; Pastor’s 
name; Presbytery;  and Synod. 
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Don’t Forget:  

The Gathering Quest has begun!  

 

Save the date for the  

2018 Churchwide  

Gathering of  PW:  

August 2-5, 2018! 

Louisville, Kentucky 
 

Presbyterian Women Churchwide Gathering will be held August 2–5, 2018 in Louisville, Kentucky. That is also the year 

that PW celebrates its 30th anniversary! We suggest you save a dollar a day until  Gathering for expenses. And be sure 

you are on our email list so you won’t miss one bit of news about the Gathering! Email patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org 

and urge all your friends to get on the list, too.  

 

Have you registered? 

She’s a horse, of  course! 
Minnie (the Moose) was PW’s “moose-cot” for the 2015 
Churchwide Gathering. She was an excellent spokesmoose for 
PW and enjoyed her travels to gatherings, regional and church-
wide! Although Minnie is making plans to attend the 2018 
Churchwide Gathering, she is leaving mascot duties behind for 
a time. Louisville (the home of  the 2018 Gathering) is often 
referred to as Derby City, thanks to historic Churchill Downs 
and 
the horse farms that dot the Kentucky countryside. That’s why 
the 2018 mascot for the CWG is a lovely filly. But she remains 
unnamed! Send your ideas to carissa.herold@pcusa.org! 
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Ways to Stay Connected 

by Jennifer Rigoulot, Grace Presbytery PW Communications Coordinator 

To find information, stay connected, and up to date you can go to gracepresbytery.org, click on Ministries, 

then Presbyterian Women. Here you will find links to resources, forms to be submitted, past issues of the 

PW Innovator and upcoming events.  

Our Grace Presbytery PW Facebook page that can be found by logging into your Facebook account and 

searching for "Presbyterian Women of Grace Presbytery". Feel free to invite all of your PW friends to join 

and post pictures and information about what your local group is doing. We will also use this page to post 

reminders about upcoming events.  

Save these 2017 dates! 

September 12-29: PW Churchwide Global Exchange,  

       Indonesia 

September 30: Presbytery Meeting- FPC , Tyler 

October 14: Fall Gathering—FPC,  Mesquite 

November 11: PWCT meeting, Central PC—Waco 

November 16: Presbytery Meeting– FPC, Arlington 

 
 
 

Presbyterian Women  

Of Grace Presbytery  Innovator 

c/o Karen Groman, Editor       

2009 Ruidoso St. 

Waco, TX 76712 

Looking ahead: 
 

2018 
 August 2-5: Churchwide Gathering of PW in  
  Louisville, KY—”Arise, shine, your light has  
  come!” 
 

2019 
 July: Synod of the Sun (SOS) Gathering  at First  
  Presbyterian Church in Tulsa Oklahoma 


