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PWs in the News... 
Wrap-Up of Fall Gathering, October 14, 

2017, held at FPC-Mesquite 
It was great to welcome a total of 76 women 
to First in Mesquite on Saturday, October 

14. To quote from an evaluation that was received, “The 
Mesquite hospitality was flawless.” Everyone whole-
heartedly agreed with this statement. Thanks go to Bar-
bara Follansbee and all her “team” for the wonderful 
hospitality. Thanks also go to Bettina Zvanut, our Vice 
Moderator for Programs, for her work in planning this 
enjoyable event. 

Twenty-two churches in Grace Presbytery were 
represented and the church that had the most women 
attend was FPC-Mesquite. There were many positive 
comments regarding the afternoon Communion service 
and guest minister, the Rev. Dr. Julie Adkins. 

Janet Theus from Oklahoma City was the key-
note speaker and she, also, received many positive com-
ments on the evaluation.  Her presentation  regarding  
Human  Trafficking  in   the  
U. S. centered around her experiences in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area when she was a participant in the 2016 
USA Mission Experience. If you were unable to attend 
Fall Gathering, you may read more about Janet’s experi-
ences in the January/February 2017 issue of Horizons 
magazine. Twenty-five Presbyterian Women participated 
in this Mission Experience. 

It should make you very proud, as a Presbyterian 
woman, that two of the “safe houses” in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area have, in the past,  received funds from the 
Presbyterian Women Thank Offerings. Emmaus 
House, which has served 1,410 survivors of abuse be-
tween 2006 and March 2016, received a $20,000 Thank 
Offering grant from Presbyterian Women in 1998 to 
help this ministry get started. The San Francisco 
SafeHouse was founded in 1989 to help women who 
have experienced violence. A $500,000 Birthday Offer-
ing grant in 1995 enabled SafeHouse to develop funds 
for the purpose of buying a building. More than 300 
women have come through the SafeHouse programs 
after having survived kidnappings, violent evictions, sex 
trafficking and/or severe addictions. We can all give 
thanks to God that such ministries exist; we can all be 
inspired to continue our support.  

************************** 

Dates Set for 2018 Spring Workshop Meet-
ings 

     FPC-Kilgore:  Saturday, April 14, 2018                  

 St. Stephen-Ft. Worth:  Saturday, April 28, 2018 

A Note from Toni... 
 

 

Fall Gathering 

October 14, 2017 

First Presbyterian 

Church - Mesquite 

Front row (left to right) Brenda Estes, (new Cluster leader for 
East 1 and East 2), next person unknown; 3rd person June Tins-
ley (retiring Historian); Dian Cooper, (retiring Co-Vice Modera-
tor for Program); Jill Bray (retiring cluster leader for West 1), 
Bettina Zvanut (retiring cluster leader for East 1 but still will be 
serving as Vice-Moderator of Programs); Toni Deaton. Back 
row (left to right)  unknown (cluster leader for South 1 and 
South 2); Patty Heeter (Communications Coordinator); Char-
lotte Ray (Interpretation Mission); Lucia Kremzar (Vice-
Moderator, Search); next unknown and last is Pam Dotson 
(retiring Vice-Moderator, Search). Isn't this a great picture in 
front of the beautiful organ pipes and cross! 
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News from you… 

Submit articles from your women’s group for the 

Innovator  

to Editor Karen Groman . 

Next deadline is February 1! 

PWs in the News... 
First Presbyterian—Winnsboro: Presbyterian Women 
are ready to begin their new year of Bible Study. On 
Saturday, August 26th, the new year was kicked off 
with a luncheon in the Reid Building. Good fun, fel-
lowship, and food!!  The first PW meeting will be 
Monday, September 11th at 10am at the Church An-
nex.  (PW is scheduled to meet the first Monday of 
each month, however due to Labor Day, we will meet 
on the 11th of September.)  Everyone is welcome and 
if you can’t attend each meeting, please come when 
you can. The teacher is Jane Els, who promises to 
bring energy and enlightenment as we go through the 
study together.   
  
This year’s study is called Cloud of Witnesses, the 
Community of Christ in Hebrews, by Melissa Bane 
Sevier. According to Ms. Sevier, “We will explore nine 
major themes, relate those themes to other parts of our 
faith tradition, and tie them together with the over-
arching motif of        community………… The com-
munity in which you study and worship, your family 
and friends, social and therapy groups . . . .  all are part 
of you.  Our prayer is that the study of community in 
Hebrews will help us strengthen our own communi-
ties.”  
  
And don’t forget the “birthday offering” which is col-
lected at the family luncheons. The birthday offering is 
a donation for Presbyterian Women for use in their 
missions.  It’s a great way for you to donate money by 
either recognizing your own birthday that certain 
month, or giving in honor of someone else’s birthday. 
On luncheon Sundays, the containers will be available 
on the tables in the Reid Building. Your generous do-
nations are appreciated 
 
First Presbyterian—Bonham: Approximately 30 ladies 
gathered in the Felllowship Hall on August 19 for the 
annual Salad Luncheon. The salads were varied and 
delicious. Our speaker was Emilie Collins, who led us 
on an interactive adventure in Soul Collage. Last years 
recipient of the Lifetime Membership award made the 
presentation to this year’s selection, Carol Amlin. 
 
Central Presbyterian - Waco: Our Mission Crafters 
group meets with women from the Episcopal church 
of the Holy Spirit (Holy Hookers) to knit and crochet 
for charity. We are sending hats to the Crow  Reserva-
tion in Montana; Hopi/Navajo Reservation in Arizona; 
an orphanage in Romania  and a local school; scarves 
for Gifts for Grannies; tiny hats and Heart to Heart 
squares for the NCIU; and prayer shawls.  

 First Presbyterian—Kilgore: Twenty-four women met in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, August 13 for the Fall Gath-
ering. We enjoyed a meal of salads, crackers and desserts fur-
nished by the Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team. Car-
olyn Martin gave an overview of the new study for the Cir-
cles. K Castles installed 
the 2017-2018 officers.  
 Thanks to everyone who donated money and/or time to 
the school supply drive. We gave out approximately 840 bags 
of supplies to KISD students to get them off to a good start 
for the new school year. We are already planning to serve 
1000 students next year.  
 Please mark your calendars for the Spring Workshops to 
be held here on Saturday, April 14. Women from all over 
Grace Presbytery are invited to attend this event. Further 
information will follow. 
 Mark you calendar for the Women’s Retreat at Camp 
Gilmont, February 2-4. The weekend will consist of a key-
note speaker, worship, fellowship and more 
 
St Andrew- Denton:   Elizabeth Hagen conducted a wonder-
ful meeting and we elected a new chairwoman:  Lib Berry, at 
our first meeting. Pat gave a beautiful prayer for all those 
suffering in wars across our globe to hurricane victims 
of  Harvey and Irma, along with her Mission Yearbook re-
port.  Many thanks to Janice Toland, our secretary, for in-
forming members about our meeting, and to Rose Harpool 
for being our treasurer for so many years.  Vickie Armstrong, 
our new moderator, is working on our 2018/2019 Yearbook 
and Marcia Merritt led a discussion on soliciting new mem-
bers.  Rev. Dr Fred Cassell led our first lesson on Hebrews 
from our new study book;  we are in for a real treat on com-
munity building and historical significance of this sermon/
letter book. Least coin and monthly donations were received 
and we closed in circle with the Mizpah.  
Submitted for the Innovator by 
Nancy Merritt Brandimarte 
Cluster Leader for W4 and N6 
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PWs in the News... 
 First Presbyterian Church - Tyler  The program at our 
September PW Gathering was presented by three women 
from our Jewish community.  Their topic was The Role of 
Jewish Women in Today’s World.  Many questions were 
asked and answered over a delicious catered meal.    

   

 Our Thank Offering dedication service was held on fol-
lowed by afternoon tea using special tea cup that have been 
donated over the years by FPC women.  This annual cele-
bration of God’s blessings in our lives is an opportunity to 
demonstrate our appreciation by sharing those blessings 
with others.  Thank Offering has become a fall highlight for 
our women.   
 Our PW officers for 2017-18 are Moderator, Sharon 
Bragg; Vice-Moderator, Janet Burks; Secretary, Pat Cryer; 
Treasurer, Karen Novy; Historian, Lynn Davis; Leader of 
Community and World Missions, Priscilla Maxfield; and 
Publicity Officer, Katherine Erickson.  Our circle modera-
tors are Ginny Mattox and Karen Novy.  Circle Bible Lead-
ers are Martha Oates and Katherine Erickson (mother and 
daughter).                                                                               

Women’s Conference at MO Ranch 

Have you made your plans to go to next year’s 
Women’s Conference on June 1-3?  Registration 
is already open and there is only one session, so 

it will likely fill up fast. 
 Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jackie Roese, the 
founder and president of the Marcella Project, a minis-
try committed to reshaping the view of women in the 
church through Scripture-based teaching, training and 
dialogue.  http://www.moranch.org  
 

 

Emily Coats and 

our oldest mem-

ber, Rosalie                                                                                                                    

Robertson (age 

102), waiting to 

be served. 

 First Presbyterian—Denton: Only God holds us 
together, not me, please! Everyone in our little flock is 
providing support! 
 We had dessert potluck combined Morning/
Evening Women's Bible Study and Fellowship meeting 
last Tuesday evening for the Overview and Lesson 1 in 
"Cloud of Witnesses"  Our two groups will begin meet-
ing individually the first Tuesday of October.  Our 
study leaders are Carol Nance and Louise Kraft.  The 
women will sing the anthem next Sunday: Miri-
am's Song. 
 Our finances and mission activities are now ful-
ly combined with our congregation as a whole, and the 
Mission Committee in particular.  Our first congrega-
tional project will be assembling winter care kits for 
Denton's Our Daily Bread.  We continue to support 
(for the 4th year) Linnea Elysee Pierre, a student, 
through Hope for Haiti. We are charmed to receive 
notes from her along with pictures she has colored. 
 We each "adopt" a preschooler's name for prayer 
from Denton Christian Preschool.  This year the names 
are printed on bright yellow school bus cutouts that we 
put "where we can see them" in our homes or Bibles to 
remind ourselves to pray by name for these sweet chil-
dren. We will begin 'monthly projects' for the pre-
school in October.  

First Presbyterian Church- Fort Worth will be donating 
their portion of offerings collected at FPC Fort Worth Au-
thor Luncheon  to the Heifer International Project to help 
farmers and ranchers replace their livestock lost due to 
Hurricane Harvey, while the remaining portion of the offer-
ing gathered, will go to the Presbyterian Disaster Relief 
Fund to assist those in our  Texas Gulf Region recover over 
the next 3 years.   
St Andrew PW traveled to hear the author, Melissa Bane 
Sevier, of the Hebrews study, Cloud of Witnesses. They 
were joined by 2 ladies from Frisco and Lewisville area. 
Melissa, our author, was so kind, personal and generous to 
all of us, engaging with us in small group settings, and in 
sharing her stories of witnesses from her own "cloud" 
through out her address.  

Mission News 
The site for all things mission is the Missions webpage! 
https://www.presbyterian mission.org/yearbook - This 
is where to find your Mission Yearbook of Prayer (only 
available online now). It has personal stories of individ-
uals following God’s call in the mission fields, each day 
there is a different focus. There are prayer requests for 
volunteers and daily readings. This is an excellent source 
for developing the “Spirit of Outreach” in your congre-
gation. There is a daily lectionary reading for reflection 
and study. 

https://www.moranch.org/
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Find us on  

Facebook! 

Presbyterian Women in the PC(USA) 

Presbyterian Women of Grace Presbytery 

 F 
 

First Presbyterian—Athens: On September 25 our ladies 
gathered in the Fellowship Hall at FPC-Athens for the first 
of three scheduled “Brown Bag” lunches. Attendees bring 
their own lunches. Drinks are provided. There is daycare for 
those having younger children to enable mothers and work-
ing women to attend. “Brown Bag” lunches are scheduled 
from noon to 1:00 pm. Circle members combine groups and 
invite women not currently involved in Circles, but who 
have an interest in either Circle participation or in other 
FPC activities or opportunities for service. 
 Christine Hudson, Moderator, had a unique way of get-
ting us back into the swing of things (and to introduce new 

attendees) after an unusually busy sum-
mer. The theme for the first “Brown 
Bag” was “Getting to Know You”. 
Questions informally asked included 
the following: “With whom would you 
most like to have a one-on-one con-
versation/why?”; “What one item 
would you take with you to a deserted 
island/why?”; “In what era other than 
the present day would you have liked 
to live/why?”. 
 The group shared a collective 

chuckle when a long-time member responded she would 
most likely take for allergy medication with her to the de-
serted island. What a great response! We all agreed with her 
that she would be the very one to have an allergy attack 
while there! As you can see, not all question answers were 
serious ones. 
 Our PW Coordinating Team invites all women of the 
church to join a Circle. We currently have two very active 
Circles, a morning and an evening circle. Meetings are 
monthly, except in December and during the summer 
months. Early in December, our PWs gather to decorate the 
church and to enjoy a soup lunch after decorating is done. 
During summer months, we coordinate the needs of our 
church family as needed and plan for the upcoming year’s 
Bible Study. 
 Recently, Circle #2 (night circle) participated in a Youth/
Circle Mission-Service Project by providing ash funds for 
older youth to use in shopping items to supply five 
“Cleaning Buckets”. The 5+ filled buckets will accompany 
local on-site units to areas hit by disasters, such as hurri-
canes, tornadoes, etc. “ACT” (Athens churches Together) 
was the brainchild fo our minister, Rev. Charlie Hornes. 
First Pres-Athens now serves as collection/ donation site. 
Thus far, we have supplied collections for area tornado relief 
as well as for Hurricane Harvey. 
 (continued next column) 

Among our many other projects, Athens PW women 
join together to make soups for our own “Sally’s Soup 
ministry, to make bedrolls for those with that need, to 
work at the Athens Soup Kitchen which feeds over 150 
twice a week, to volunteer with the Henderson County 
Food Pantry, to partner with CASA, Labor of Love, 
the Disciples’ Clinic, The Crisis Center, Family Peace, 
and with many others. In addition, FPC-A provides a 
kitchen facility and volunteers for “Rebecca’s Project”. 
We have just added supplying supper twice a month 
for members of “MOPS” (Mothers of Preschoolers). 
Not all the above projects originate as PW sponsored 
opportunities, however, our ladies are ready and willing 
to help where and when needed. 
 Just like all of you we are a busy and involved group 
of Presbyterian Women. As the quote from PCSUA 
website says, “From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) It is a JOY to seek His 
face in these places. 
Lou Sutton, Publicity Chair, FPC-Athens 

PW Coordinating Team for 2017-2018: Carol McNatt,  Ma-
mie Downing Circle #2 Co-Chairs;  Sharon Chasey, Secretary; 
Christine Hudson, Moderator; Sandy Perkins, Circle #1 Co-
Chair & Flowers; Lou Sutton, Publicity; and Cathie Scar-
borough, Circle #1 Co-Chair. (Officers not shown: Sheri Rob-
son, Historian; Dale Ward, Treasurer; and sharon Harding, 
Vice-Moderator. 

PWs in the News... 
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The deadline for submitting pictures and articles to the PW Innovator  

for the 3rd Quarter issue is August 1, 2017. 

Submit to:  Karen Groman, 2009 Ruidoso St., Waco, TX 76712, kgroman@mygrande.net 

The  PW Innovator is online at www.gracepresbytery.org. It is in color and can be read online or 
printed out for later use. 

To get your PW Innovator by email, notify the editor. The PW Innovator is published four times a year; first 
week in March, June, September, and December. Deadlines for submission are February 1, May 1, August 1 
and November 1. 

Notify the editor by mail or email to remove your name from the mailing list. The newsletter is available by 
mail, free of charge, to those without access to the Internet. 

 

 

 
Grace Presbytery Presbyterian  

Women  Coordinating Team: 

 
Moderator:   Toni Deaton, 903.886.8781  

Vice Moderator of Search: The Rev. Dr. Lucia Kremzar, 817-915-3558 

Interpretation Mission:  Charlotte Ray, 817.294.4436 

Vice Moderator of Programs:  Bettina Zvanut, 903.886.8053 

 Dian Cooper, 972.268.0045 

Interpretation Bible Study:  The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Johnson Pence,  
 817.457.4258 
 

Secretary:  Mary Alice Harry, 817.377.1802 

Treasurer:  Joanne McClendon, 817.292.5181 

Interpretation  Resources:  Kathy Moriarty, 817.478.7870  

Communications Coordinator:  Paty Heeter 214.789.7734 

Historian:  Eva C. Riggs 817.294.4978  

Innovator Editor:  Karen Groman, 254.666.5030 

Vice Moderator Cluster Leaders: Meg Garver-Hamilton, 214.632.7003 

ATTENTION ALL HISTORIANS! 
 Now is the time to start gathering the history for 
your PW group and for your church  if you do not have 
a church historian. If you don’t have a PW historian, the 
PW secretary or treasurer can gather the information 
needed. DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE. 
 
 Articles published in your church newsletter and PW 
minutes of your meetings are great resources for your 
church history. 
 
 We want to have a record response this year from the 
Grace Presbytery churches. You histories will be due by 
January 31, 2017. Send them to: 

Special Collections Historian 
John Bulow Campbell Library 

Columbia Theological Seminary 
PO Box 520 

Decatur, GA 30032 
Also, please send a copy to “Grace Presbytery PW Co-
ordinating Team Historian: 

Eva C. Riggs 
4329 Quail Hollow Rd. 

Ft. Worth, TX 76133-6737 
Remember to retain a copy for your files. 
 
Information needed for PW group: Names of PW 
officers or contact person and address; Number of 
women in the church; Number of circles including: aver-
age attendance; life membership pins given; highlights of 
the past PW year; recipients of mission giving ($ not 
needed). 
 
Information needed for church: Session members and 
clerk of session, Number of members, Average Sunday 
worship attendance; Highlights of church year, Recipi-
ents of mission giving.($ not needed). 
 
In each include: Your church name and address; Pastor’s 
name; Presbytery;  and Synod. 

A Message from the Cluster Group Coordinator 

PWs like to be on top of what is happening in PW or in the 

greater World. Help us get the work out about happenings 

of PW in Grace Presbytery, we need Cluser Leaders in all 

areas of Grace Presbytery. Contact Meg Garver-Hamilton 

at 214-632-7003 or mgarverhamilton@gmail.com with your 

personal info and get on our mailing list: email or snail mail! 

Share the great news of  what your group is doing. YOU 

can make a difference! 
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Have you registered? 

The Gathering Quest  

is coming!  

2018 Churchwide  

Gathering of  PW:  

August 2-5, 2018! 

Louisville, Kentucky 
 

Presbyterian Women Churchwide Gathering will be held August 2–5, 2018 in 

Louisville, Kentucky. That is also the year that PW celebrates its 30th anniversary! 

 Louisville is often referred to as Derby City, thanks to historic Churchill Downs and the beautiful horse farms that dot 

central Kentucky. That’s why the 2018 mascot for the CWG is ...Lilly the Filly! 

 If you want to order the Gathering bandana (22”x22”) and vibrantly colored with a large sunflower in the center order 

item PWR18030 from www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop: $7 plus shipping. 

 We suggest you save a dollar a day until Gathering for expenses. And be sure you are on our email list so you won’t 

miss one bit of news about the Gathering! Email patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org and urge all your friends to get on the 

list, too.  

PW101: The Mission Pledge: PWs Annual Fund 

 Presbyterian Women’s annual fund is the Mission 
Pledge. The Mission pledge makes possible PW at all lev-
els of the church: from local and regional to national. 
 PW is independently funded: that means that the gifts 
you give to your church or to the PC(USA) do not pro-
vide for PW, however, do support the work of th PC
(USA) in multiple ways because PW supports the work 
of the PC(USA) in multiple ways. 
 Financial gifts to the Mission Pledge, PW’s annual 
fund are oftem collected in PW circle meetings. But there 
are other ways to give (online, by check, and through 
estate planning). Presbyterian women are always encour-
aged to give as we are blessed!  
 (See www.presbyterianwomen.org/mission pledge for 
more information.) 

PW101: Connectionalism Mirrors That of the Church 
 
 It is said that Presbyterians approach every task in a way 
that is decent, in good order, and in community.  That helps 
us better understand why our denomination and PW are or-
ganized at all levels of the church: congregation, presbytery, 
synod, and churchwide. 
 The connectional system allows ideas and information to 
flow through the organization, strengthening the ministry and 
mission of all. Our connectional system is undergirded with 
roles and responsibilities assumed by those called to lead and 
participate at each level. The circle, at the congregational lev-
el, is the foundation of PW, and informs and responds to the 
ministry of PW. PW at each level is led by a coordination 
team. For more information, order the PW Manual: A guide 
for PW Groups at www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop ($6: 
item PWR16120). 
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Ways to Stay Connected 

Patty Heeter, Communications Coordinator 

To find information, stay connected, and up to date you can go to gracepresbytery.org, click on Ministries, 

then Presbyterian Women. Here you will find links to resources, forms to be submitted, past issues of the 

PW Innovator and upcoming events.  

Our Grace Presbytery PW Facebook page that can be found by logging into your Facebook account and 

searching for "Presbyterian Women of Grace Presbytery". Feel free to invite all of your PW friends to join 

and post pictures and information about what your local group is doing. We will also use this page to post 

reminders about upcoming events.  

Looking ahead: 
2018  August 2-5: Churchwide Gathering of PW in Louis-
ville, KY—”Arise, shine, your light has come!” 
2019  July: Synod of the Sun (SOS) Gathering  at First Pres-
byterian Church in Tulsa Oklahoma 

Presbyterian Women  

Of Grace Presbytery  Innovator 

c/o Karen Groman, Editor       

2009 Ruidoso St. 

Waco, TX 76712 

December : 
10 International Human Rights Day  
18 International Migrants Day  
25 Christmas; Orange Day (http://endviolence.un.org)  
January:  
National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month  
7–13   PW Together in Action Days to End Human Trafficking  
11 International Human Trafficking Awareness Day  
14 Race Relations Sunday  
16 National Religious Freedom Day  
20 Grace PWCT meeting at Flower Mound PC 
18–24   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
21 Criminal Justice Sunday 25 Orange Day;  
http://endviolence.un.org  
27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

February:  
Black History Month; also, National Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Month  
1 National Freedom Day  
2-4 Women’s Retreat at Gilmont 
4 Souper Bowl of Caring  
12 International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers  
14 One Billion Rising for Justice  
24 Presbytery meeting at FPC—Dallas 
25 Orange Day; http://endviolence.un.org 


