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According to the Book of Order (F-3.0102), “…every Christian Church, or union or association of particular churches, is entitled to 
declare the terms of admission into its communion, and the qualifications of its ministers and members, as well as the whole system of 
its internal government which Christ hath appointed….” 

Persons who are considering beginning the inquiry process and their sessions are encouraged to contact the Committee on Preparation 
for Ministry as soon as possible so that policies can be fully articulated and under stood early in the process. Ordination is an action 
of the wider church, and the decision of seminary is an important part of the process. To allow complete preparation and readiness to 
serve as a Teaching Elder, we encourage persons considering the process of coming under care to work in consultation with their home 
churches, their pastor, their session, and the Committee on Preparation for Ministry when deciding where to attend seminary.

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry will walk with inquirers to assist in tailoring their education so that they fully explore their 
calling and receive the preparation required to serve that call. We are here to support inquirers and candidates in discerning and prepar-
ing for their paths of service.

The following shall be components of the seminary education for all persons under care in Grace Presbytery who are seeking ordina-
tion as Teaching Elders: Master of Divinity degree, or its equivalent, including the following:

• PC(USA) Polity

• Systematic theology including intentional study of reformed theology and theologians

• A course in Worship and the Sacraments

• All other specific education requirements as listed in the Book of Order (G-2.0607c: “…a transcript from a theological institution 
accredited by the Association of Theological Schools acceptable to the presbytery, showing a course of study including Hebrew and 
Greek, exegesis of Old and New Testaments using Hebrew and Greek, satisfac tory grades in all areas of study, and graduation or 
proximity to graduation.”

Preference is given to PC(USA) schools and to those with PC(USA) programs of study, led by PC(USA) Teaching Elders.

PC(USA) Seminaries include: Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Columbia Theological Seminary, University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, McCormick Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, Princeton Theological Seminary, San Francisco Theological Seminary, Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, Union 
Presbyterian Seminary, Auburn Theological Seminary – in covenant agreement with the PC(USA), Evangelical Seminary of Puerto 
Rico – in covenant agreement with the PC(USA).

Seminaries not related to the Presbyterian Church (USA) will be considered on a case by case basis according to these additional 
criteria:

1. That the seminary in question NOT teach as normative such doctrines as Biblical inerrancy, the ordination only of men into all the 
offices of the church, Dispensationalism, the superiority of particular racial groups, the limitation of the sacraments only to mem-
bers of particular denominations or church bodies, or others that are antithetical to the doctrines of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

2. That the seminary in question includes women in positions of leadership at all levels, including boards of trustees, administration, 
and tenured/tenure-track faculty in core disciplines.

Note: This policy will apply to future inquirers or candidates of Grace Presbytery and not to those who are presently in the process.


