
Where did fall go?  Or did it ever arrive?  (Fall weather certainly never got here to Texas!)  The start of Advent 
is just days away.  Are we ready?  My prayer for you is that the weeks leading to Christmas will be filled not 
only with those things that prepare the hearts of your congregants for the coming of the Christ, but that you, 
too, would find peace in the midst of waiting.  As we prepare the hearts of others, may we also take time to 
prepare our own hearts.  !!
The SCRAPCE mission is to connect, enrich, empower and sustain those serving in educational ministry in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas.  Preparing our churches for Advent is not unlike what we are 
looking to do for you through the South Central Region of the Association of Presbyterian Christian Educators 
and, of course, our larger organization of APCE.  In our positions in local churches we work to make Advent a 
meaningful and insightful time of preparation for those who are looking to the hope of Christmas.  As your 
regional professional organization, SCRAPCE is taking care to provide information, support and learning 
opportunities that better prepare you to serve in the church.  If you are a full or part time staff member or a 
volunteer involved in Christian Education, your work is extremely important and often exhausting.  Remind you 
a little bit of getting ready for Christmas?  Fulfilling but often tiring!  Whether serving in the church or getting 
your own family ready for the arrival of Jesus, it is imperative that you take time to rest and refuel.  I encourage 
you to do take care of yourself personally and professionally as you serve during Advent and into the future.    !!
I am honored and excited about beginning my term as president of the SCRAPCE cabinet.  It is a blessing to 
work with a talented and enthusiastic group of educators with a heart for 
supporting others involved in faith formation across our region.  It is our 
goal to make our organization even stronger for the challenges that lie 
ahead.  I encourage you to take part in what APCE and SCRAPCE have 
to offer.  Please read through this newsletter for available opportunities for 
enrichment.  May you and your work be blessed as you go about 
extending and claiming the Good News of Christ this Christmas and 
beyond!!!
In Him,!
Kim Shrull, SCRAPCE President!!
PS – See you at the APCE event in Denver - January 25-28, 2017!!!!
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Join the South Central Region of the Association of 
Presbyterian Church Educators at these region-specific 
events during the APCE Annual Event:!
•  Regional Dinner (Wednesday, January 25, 6:00-7:30pm)!
•  Thursday evening (Thursday, January 26) - go out to 
dinner with SCRAPCE friends! There will be an 
opportunity to sign up for this at the Regional Dinner on 
Wednesday evening.



Register by December 2 for Early Bird Rates! Find out more at www.apcenet.org

2017 Lifetime Achievement Award - Anne Wilson 
Congratulations to SCRAPCE’s own Anne Wilson for being awarded the 2017 Lifetime Achievement 
Award from APCE! Anne will be recognized at this year’s APCE Annual Event. !!
Hear what Mary Marcotte shares about her friend Anne:!
“I've known Anne for well over twenty years. I believe we first met at Austin Seminary, either during a 
certification class or a SCRAPCE event. Anne was always outstanding as an educator. She had a 
way of looking at what children and their parents needed to help them grow in their faith and 
faithfulness and to forge partnerships in the church to make sure that the needs of children and 
families were being effectively met. As a retired educator she has performed a huge service to APCE 
as she lead the process of envisioning a new structure for the 21st century. Her willingness to mentor 
young educators and to address the needs of CE volunteers is a special contribution to New 
Covenant Presbytery.  Her signature sign off to communication is 'cheers!' And so I never see that 
greeting without thinking of Anne and her wisdom, kindness, her capacity to listen to both what is said 
and what is inferred....and laughter over a nice glass of wine shared!”!
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Save the Date! 

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT I O N  E V E N T !
October	16-18,	2017	

Austin	Presbyterian	Theological	Seminary	!
Hosted by Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in partnership with SCRAPCE 

Looking Back...

“Cross-Generational Ministry” was led by Rev. Jon 
Brown back in October. A diverse group of pastors, 
educators, and church volunteers from the Synod 
and the Sun (as well as Alaska and West Virginia!) 
were equipped for cross-generational ministry in their 
own ministry contexts. If you missed it, Jon Brown will 
be a keynoter and workshop leader at the APCE 
Annual Event this January! 

www.facebook.com/SCRAPCE 

• Learn about upcoming conferences in the region and beyond!
• Get links to interesting articles and blog posts!
• View/post job openings!
• Learn about new websites and resources!
• Crowdsource with questions and ideas!
• Connect with educators, pastors, and volunteers

October 2016 SCRAPCE conference 
at Austin Seminary

• Adult Formation!
• Family Ministry!
• Kid’s Ministry!
• Youth Ministry!
• Intergenerational!
• Technology!
• Worship!
• Bible Study 

Methods!
• Spirituality!

• Special Needs!
• Mission and 

Service!
• Sacraments!
• Bulletin Boards!
• Christian 

Education Reads!
• Ministry 

Organization!
• Volunteers

Follow APCE on Pinterest and get hundreds of 
ideas, articles, and resources at your fingertips, all 

gathered together in one place by various 
categories of ministry. !

www.pinterest.com/apcenet!
Here’s a sampling of the boards you’ll find on 

APCE’s Pinterest site - each category filled with 
creative ideas and finds to enhance your ministry:

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Be in the know and get resources to grow!

@APCENETwww.instagram.com/apcenet

http://www.facebook.com/SCRAPCE
http://www.pinterest.com/apcenet
http://www.instagram.com/apcenet
http://www.instagram.com/apcenet
http://www.pinterest.com/apcenet
http://www.facebook.com/SCRAPCE


Top 10 Things You Need to Know About Educator Certification 
Diving in deep to theological, Biblical, and educational foundations of ministry, integrating theory and practice, 
accessing a strong network of educators across the country – all of this and more is a part of the educator 
certification experience. Educator certification is an excellent way to bolster the skills and knowledge needed for 
educational ministry. The whole church benefits as it equips strong, capable leaders for ministry. !!
1. Christian Educator Associate (CEA) is a great option for those who need training to build on their 
gifts and passion for ministry.!
Educators enter the process at one of two appropriate levels (CEA or CCE). Christian Educator Associates (CEA) 
may be volunteers or employees with or without a bachelor’s or master’s degree to apply. CEAs complete 
coursework on Opening Doors to Discipleship (www.odtd.net) and read six selected books while engaging with their 
certification advisors to discuss implications for educational ministry. This is a great option for those who have been 
out of an educational setting for years or volunteers who are unable to pursue the CCE level.!!
2. The highest level of certification is Certified Christian Educator (CCE).!
CCEs must have a bachelor’s or master’s degree and may be volunteers or employed. CCEs complete certification 
courses and a certification exam, which includes a Reference Group process. !!
3. Certification courses are available nationwide!
Seven course areas are required for CCEs which provide a comprehensive foundation of learning – Biblical 
Interpretation, Reformed Theology, Religious Education Theory and Practice, Worship and Sacraments, Human 
Growth and Development, Presbyterian Polity, and Presbyterian Program and Mission. Courses are offered 
nationwide. You can find a list of currently scheduled certification courses here. !!
4. Certification fills in the gaps.!
The long-time school teacher who is heavily involved as a volunteer in educational ministry may be an excellent 
teacher and administrator, but may need to learn more about how faith grows, Biblical interpretation, and Reformed 
theology. The seminary graduate may be well versed in scripture and theology, but may need training in age level 
needs and teaching strategies beyond lecture. !!
5. Educator Network!
Everyone needs a network of smart, passionate educators to share ideas and resources. Through the certification 
courses, a deep network of relationships form, lasting years after the courses end. !!
6. Integrative Exam Process!
The exam process for the CCE is an open book exam, shaped around knowledge of the course areas. The six-
month exam process culminates in an educational design that integrates theory and practice. !!
7. Holistic View of Christian Formation!
Certification courses and the exam place an emphasis on how the whole work of the church integrates with 
education. Educators think broadly in regards to the role and place of Christian education in the church. !!
8. Certification Benefits the Church!
Certification provides the larger church with a consistent standard - knowledgeable, well-informed leaders in 
educational ministry who share their passion for the gospel with intentionality and professionalism. !!
9. Certification Benefits the Educator!
Certification provides the next level of training and education necessary for exceptional educational ministry. 
Certification also gives educators access to the presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. CCEs serving within the 
jurisdiction of the presbytery have voice on the floor of presbytery, and vote if they are a ruling elder. !!
10. Redesigned website with information at your fingertips!  www.pcusa.org/christianeducators!
The website has recently been updated with everything you need to know about educator certification. Find the 
application for certification, course offerings, and resources for those seeking a call as an educator. Certification 
advisors can access the certification handbook, best practices for advisors, and online training for advisors and 
Reference Groups. The new congregational support section includes helpful ways that congregations can 
encourage educators, information on the call process for educators, and compensation guidelines for salaries.!!
So take a minute and reflect – who needs this information about educator certification? Perhaps it’s your 
congregation’s educator. Maybe it’s a dedicated volunteer with a passion for educational ministry but who lacks the 
theological, Biblical, and human development foundations. Or maybe it’s you! There are currently over 650 certified 
educators in the PC(USA) – will you be the next one? !
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http://www.odtd.net
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/christianeducators/certification-course-descriptions-and-objectives
http://www.pcusa.org/christianeducators
http://www.odtd.net
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http://www.pcusa.org/christianeducators


Upcoming Educator Certification Course Offerings 
Note: The hybrid model includes 18 hours of in-home and online work and 12 hours in class. 

Reformed Theology (Hybrid Course)!!
Instructor: Jason Whitehead!
Dates: Begin at Home - December 1, 2016; In class - January 23-25, 2017!
Location: APCE Annual Event; Denver, CO!
Contact: Mary Marcotte   !
              mmcarcotte@pbyofnewcovenant.org!
Cost: See APCE Annual Event costs at www.apcenet.org!
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Shop and Benefit APCE? It’s a win-win!

As you’re doing your online Christmas shopping, don’t forget 
to use Amazon Smile. When purchasing anything from 
Amazon, use Smile.Amazon.com and simply designate 

APCE as your charitable organization of choice. Tell your 
friends and family members, too!

Human Growth and Faith Development (Hybrid Course)!!
Instructor: Rebecca Davis!
Dates: Begin at Home - January 16, 2017; In class - February 14-16, 2017!
Location: Charlotte campus of Union Presbyterian Seminary - Charlotte, NC!
Contact: Marilyn Johns (mjohns@upsem.edu)!
Cost: $295 (on-campus housing available)!
For more information: !
http://www.upsem.edu/leadership_institute/certificate_programs/
hybrid_courses_for_christian_educator_certification/!

Reformed Theology (Hybrid Course)!!
Instructor: Tom James!
Dates: Begin at Home - April 3, 2017; In class - May 2-4, 2017!
Location: Richmond campus of Union Presbyterian Seminary - Richmond, VA!
Contact: Marilyn Johns (mjohns@upsem.edu)!
Cost: $295 (on-campus housing available)!
For more information: !
http://www.upsem.edu/leadership_institute/certificate_programs/
hybrid_courses_for_christian_educator_certification/!

mailto:mjohns@upsem.edu
http://www.upsem.edu/leadership_institute/certificate_programs/hybrid_courses_for_christian_educator_certification/
mailto:mjohns@upsem.edu
http://www.upsem.edu/leadership_institute/certificate_programs/hybrid_courses_for_christian_educator_certification/
mailto:mjohns@upsem.edu
http://www.upsem.edu/leadership_institute/certificate_programs/hybrid_courses_for_christian_educator_certification/
http://apcenet.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1091badc1c8a3f7a42ceac12&id=0977f3b30a&e=1687fdf3a2
mailto:mjohns@upsem.edu
http://www.upsem.edu/leadership_institute/certificate_programs/hybrid_courses_for_christian_educator_certification/
http://apcenet.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1091badc1c8a3f7a42ceac12&id=0977f3b30a&e=1687fdf3a2
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Get involved with others interested in educational ministry in your area. Join one of these listed below 
or form your own! See the following article for an offer to help start educator gatherings in your area!

The SEALs (Seasoned Educators At Large) of New Covenant Presbytery organize a quarterly gathering 
of volunteers, pastors, church educators and other interested parties.  Jo Ann Currie (First Presbyterian, 
Pasadena), Connie Nyquist (Clear Lake Presbyterian), Kim Shrull (First Presbyterian, Sugarland), and 
Anne Wilson (St. Philip Presbyterian) orchestrate a discussion around a timely topic and provide a home 
cooked lunch. From 11:30 - 1:30 at the presbytery offices, folks gather to touch base with one another 
and share about some aspect of faith formation.  "Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Educators" has been 
meeting for 4 years.  Examples of some topics include: Young Adult Ministry, curriculum selection, VBS 
models, teacher recruitment, pastoral care, favorite books, bible selection, and ways to celebrate the 
church seasons. The SEALs are willing to come to your area to share their model and demonstrate 
how this works. Contact Anne Wilson at  anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com for further information.!

New Covenant Presbytery (Texas)

Grace Presbytery Educators is a network of people involved in Christian Education ministry in 
congregations. These educators share ideas, support one another, and advocate for Christian Education 
concerns in the presbytery. Ruling Elder Leah Wyckoff, who is Director of the Resource Center at Grace 
Presbytery, provides support by communicating about the meetings, distributing an email newsletter, and 
helping meeting hosts plan the agenda. Meetings are held quarterly from 10 am – 2 pm throughout the 
presbytery, either through congregations which host or at the Presbyterian Mission Center.!
 !
The group welcomes more involvement from people who have an interest in Christian Education, 
whether staff or volunteer; interested persons should contact Leah Wyckoff (leah@gracepresbytery.org) 
to be added to the meeting notice emails. At the Educator Gatherings, we share morning worship, 
followed by sharing ideas and discussing topics of interest. Our lunch hour includes time for people to 
talk and fellowship. We bring in guest speakers and sometimes our group members conduct 
presentations.!

Grace Presbytery (Texas)

An Idea for Advent !
(For this year or next year!)!!
Breakfast in Bethlehem: !
An Alternative to Breakfast With Santa!!!
First Presbyterian Church Sugar Land, Texas participates 
annually in a family friendly event that invites its members to 
experience the true Reason for the Season. Breakfast in 
Bethlehem offers a simple breakfast (of course!), games, crafts, an alternative gift market and 
the annual PW Cookie Sale on the first Saturday of Advent. These events revolve around the 
interactive telling of the nativity story.  It is done differently each year, perhaps centering around 
a live nativity, a “stations of the story” storytelling in which participants travel with the nativity 
characters or, in the case of this year, a narrative in which all the children dress as their favorite 
character and actually enter the stable as part of the story.  Breakfast in Bethlehem is offered for 
free to the church members and friends in the community as an outreach ministry.  !

mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:leah@gracepresbytery.org
mailto:leah@gracepresbytery.org
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
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We’d love to have any stories of success, prayers, job openings, resource 
highlights, or announcements of opportunities for professional growth that you 
would like to share through the SCRAPCE newsletter or Facebook page. !

This newsletter is intended for those involved in educational ministry in the 
church: Christian educators, pastors, and lay leaders. If you know of someone 
who would benefit from this newsletter, please pass this along to them. To have 
them included in future mailings, please provide their name and email to Jenna 
Campbell, SCRAPCE Communications, at jennacampbell28@gmail.com.

Winter Spring Fall

December 1  
Reformed Theology 
Certification Course 
Registration Deadline 

December 2  
APCE Annual Event Early 
Bird Registration 
Deadline 

January 25-28  
APCE Annual Event  
Denver

Educator Certification 
Courses 

Union Presbyterian 
Seminary - Charlotte and 
Richmond campuses

October 16-18 
2017 
SCRAPCE conference  

(topic TBA) 

Austin Seminary !
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President:  Kim Shrull 
Houston, TX 
kshrull@earthlink.net !
Secretary:  Open !
Treasurer: Anne Wilson 
Houston, TX 
anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com !
Communications:  
Jenna Campbell 
Edmond, OK 
jennacampbell28@gmail.com 
              
Regional Connector:  
Michele Murphy 
New Orleans, LA 
michele@scacp.org !
Continuing Education Liaison:  
Mary Marcotte 
Houston, TX 
mmarcotte@pbyofnewcovenant.org 

SCRAPCE OFFICERS: 
Have you joined APCE? Join today!  
Our membership includes educational and pastoral professionals, 
college and seminary professors, judicatory staff, and volunteer church 
members.!!
Annual dues which are paid to the national organization (APCE) also 
makes one a member of the region. !!
Membership affords one:!

• discounted costs to the national APCE event!
• discounted costs to the fall and spring Austin Seminary 

“Education Beyond Walls” continuing education event 
presented in partnership with SCRAPCE!

• subscription to the “Advocate” magazine and the national APCE 
email letter “Alert”!

• access to the creative ideas of its members!
• a regional newsletter connecting members with colleagues in 

ministry  !
• access to the foremost thinkers in CE today!!

Become a member or renew your membership at www.apcnet.org/
membership. You can also renew your membership when you 
register for the APCE Annual Event!!

http://www.apcnet.org/membership
mailto:kshrull@earthlink.net
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:jennacampbell28@gmail.com
mailto:mmarcotte@pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:jennacampbell28@gmail.com
mailto:kshrull@earthlink.net
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:jennacampbell28@gmail.com
mailto:mmarcotte@pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:jennacampbell28@gmail.com
http://www.apcnet.org/membership

